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Introduction

On March 16 th, 1988, a unil of the United States
Army entered Son M3 villoge and massacred, In one
breath, 504 Vietnamese innocent civilions including
mostly the ofd, women and children. Eighteenn months
later, the massgore was reveglied in the USA and it entirely
shocked the whole world and human conseience. People all
orer the world expressed thelr wrath and condertned the
berbarous act that could be compored with Oredoor,
Guernica, Shapeuville, Kuatin, Lidire, Hiroshime, et in the
Secand World War. In foct, Son M# event has come into
history az an acute pain suffered by the Vietnamese peopie
a3 well as mankind.

However, Vietnamese people, traditionally
magnarnimous and merciful, consider Son My ¢ thing of
the pust although it hos stifl been painful. At present, the
normaiisation betiween Vietnam and America Is
established, hut the world afier the cold war, {o a certain
extent, has not been stable yet. Now, looking back npon
Son M¥, a piercing event of the past, is not to wake up the
hatred but lo understand an unforgettable historics!
aocierrence, and more importanily, to heep vigtlance, to
Proy and sirugele for peare so that the world will never
Witness such things as Son My

For that purpose, we wowld Like to introduce this book
v our readers and wish them peace and hoppiness.

TA HIEN MINH
Avantgrade Artist
Girector o! Cuang NgE
Departmeant of Culture and Information
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FROM SON MY TO THE
“PINKVILLE”

he place where the masaacre took place iz one
gam:}ng peaceful agricultural villages in Central
Vietnam. From the North edge of Quéng Ngai provincial
town, on the National Highway One, there is a road
leading along the left bank of the Tra Khie river to 5a Ky
catuary to the East. Son My, about 13 km [rom Quang Ngai
provinecial town to the East-Northeast, is bounded by Ba
Lang An peninsula (Batangang) on the North, by Bai
eatuary (0 Liy), where the Tra Khide river joins the sea,
on the South. Dai ecatuary used to be the most important
harbour in Quing Neai province in the past.

For many forcigners, especially the Wasternars, the
consecution of bamboo-fully shaded villages and large,
plane rice paddies here make it almost mmpezsible for them
tn distinguish the boundary emong villapes, even it 13 gome
times regarded as a semi-civilized region. When the
American came, they disregarded it and gave it a name
without rsking permission. In fact, this region had been
civiliged by tha Vistnamese at least two centuries earlier
before the United States of America was established, All
the land boundaries here as well ag throughout the country
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of 4000-year civilization have been distinct and atable.
During the eclonial-federal period, Sen My belonged 1o
Téng Chiu (equivalent to present several villages of Son
Tinh district), one of the four communes of Son Tinh
digtrict, Guang Ngai province,

After destroying the colonial-feudsl regime and
gaining independence by the August Hevelution, 1945, the
Government of the Democratic Republic of Yietnam began
to fix all the administrative units agein. An administrative
system of village was put into use instead of “téng”
(equivalent to several combined villages) because it was
toc large to control, while the administrative system of
district basically remainad unchanged. As a result, Tinh
Ehé village was eatablished, it 13 one of 19 villagea
belonging to Son Tinh district. After the Geneva
Agreement in 1954, Vietnam was divided into two parts,
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the North and the South, with different political systems.
The demoeracy continued existing in the North, while the
South was contemporily placed under the control of the
French, and Tinh Ehé 15 in South Vietnam. After taking
over the South, and with the asasistance and
encouragement from the United States of America the
Saigon government tried its best to destroy all of the
revolutionary fruit in which there was a change of place
names. The admumstrative unit of district was basieally
maintained as before, but its name "huyén” (district) was
replaced with another name “gquin”. The admimistrative
unit of *thon” (hamlet) was renamed “8p". Only the place
named of village were changed. Under the previous Saigon
regime, Tinh Bheé villapge was renamed Son My, while its
administrativa boundary wes maintrinad ss it had bean
under the previous government of the Democratic Republic
of Vielnam (belore 1954 ).

Tinh Khé village 1s bounded by Tinh Thi€n and Tinh
Long village on the West, by Tinh Hoa and Tinh Ki village
on the North, by the Tra Khic river and Bai estuary (C8
Liy} en the South and by South China sea on the East
Tinh Khé village whose area is about 20 sq.lkm, consists
of 4 hamlets: Tu Cung, Trudmg Binh, My Lai, C8 Liy. Tu
Cung hamlet with its green rice paddies is located deeply
inland in the West of the village; Trudng Binh hamlet is
in the South, M# Lai hamlet with lots of earthmounds,
and graves 15 in the North, and Cé Liy hamlet in the East
is seperaled from the inland by the Kinh river creating
and terrain “Sea in front and river behind” with many
sand-bank, coconut trees, filao forests and beaches. Each
hamlet consists of several sub-hamlets. The massacre on
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Ttee Elephant Hel, opporite thi
difeh (fookine from Sox
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Kinh river, 1n the wiext of My Ila
sl harrnded, ane 0f the ploces Hhe
FIRRATITY -‘1-:.‘-!..':5r|.--|'

March 1G6th, 1968 took

‘place mostly at Thuan Yén

sub-hamlet {1.e Xdm Ling),
T Cung hanilet (My Lai 4)
and at M7 Héi sub-hamlet,
C& Liy hamlet (My Lai 2).

From Qudng Wgdi
provincial town, taking
provincial road 624
{(Highway 321) to Son My
we can see eeveral hills
scattering around on a flat
plain. On our right stands
a chain of hills ereating =
natural boundary between
Tinh Ehé and Tinh Long
village. While appreaching
to Son My, we can also zee
the Elephaml Hill (Hill 85}
right on the road side,
Opposite the hill, oo the
left side of the road is an
irrigation ditch that was
flocded by blood in the
massacre. Beaching the top
of the RElephant Hill one
can catch the panorama of
a large beautiful ares
beneath with green rice
paddies like chess board,
village roads winding
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through tres.shaded hamlets, orchards, earthbounds,
burial grounds, ate,. To the East of Son M¥, there is the
imniense sea with its waves continuously beating upon Ca
Liy golden sand heach and the filap forests nearthy
standing as a wall to shield the village from waves and
winds. On nice days, we can also see Ly Son island in the
distance, about 24 km from the inland. The Elephant Hill
used to be seem as an important stratepic position by the
S41 Gém, South Korean and American troops to contrel the
ares.

Generally speaking, Son My s censidered one of the
moat beautiful villages in Quang Medi Its beaoty is made
up mostly by the sea and river. And the nicest hamlet in
Son My 15 (8 Liy. C8 Lay gelden sand beach (also known
as My Eheé beach), T km long, has itg shape of a crescent
and a green filao forest nearhy. The Kinh river flowing in
the baclk of the hamlet (from the Scuth to the Narth of Son
My ) 1s about 200 m wide. The water level in the river is
influenced by the tide. Ouo the iwo river banks grow
cyprerses, mangrove trees and mipas C8 Liy hamlet
shaded by coconut trees together with Seuth C8 Loy
hamlet used to be considered one of ten most beautilul
spots in Quang Npai with its beautiful name "C8 Ly cb
thén” (CF Liiy lonely hamlet). Also M§ Lai hamlet on the
Einh river side was so beautiful that Trisong Pang Qus, a
high-rank mandarin of the Nguyén dynasty in the early
1%th century said that his home village (M7 Lal hamlat)
was gecond most beautiful place in Vietnam just after Hua
royal capital

Som My balonging to Quang MNgai prevines, well-known
for its traditional patriotism has given birth to many
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famous herses surh as _'li'“ﬁy Son commander-in-chief
Truong Pang D6 in the late 18 Uh century, Trvong Cong
Einh, leader of an anti-French movement from the earliest
time a8 French army started to invade Vietmam (1859),
Trurng Bang GJué, high-rank mandarin within 40 years in
tha sarly 19th century under three Nguyén dynasties: Minh
Mang, Thigu Tri, and Ty Dite.

Under the severe rule of colonial-feudal repime, lust
for a changing life of Son MF people vielently emerged,
together with the whole country, they carried out the
August Revclution in 1945 and established the Democratic
Republic of Viét Nam.

[n nme-year resistance against the re-apgression of
French colonialistrs {1945-1954), Son M$ proudly staod
right in the mest dangeraus position to keep Quing Ngd:

province frea.

Rl 4 cook Back uson sow M



dWast of i
lm“ilh_i«l:l'n N Dé?i::nhnga
s ‘& Eas of
My Lai
= , 4

A
Lz
Doltie N-§ Trail

‘South of j4e* )
hir Lai 4

cud 3N ighway 52
CLOSE-UP OF MY LAI 4

In the resistance ogrinst American imperialisis for
national zalvation, Saon M¥% was onc of the villages ta be
early liberated (1964). But ripht after that (1965),
American Army ravely landed in the South, and in many
military activities, the assault on Son MF happened.

Tinh Khé, a peaceful and early-civilized arsa was
turned inte Son M¥, a battle field by the US fire power.
Faor the American troops, Son M¥ was a “free-fire zone”,
an "area ¢f the despicable Indian tribe", a “Pinkville”. It
wae marked by the red circle on the US nmulitary map.

Int fact, on a militery maep (ratio 1/100 000} publighed
in 1567, a large area was circled in red ink with the
wriling:
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“Area under the special duty of Brigade 2, South
Korean Marine from January 1967 to December 31, 19G7
was handed over (o Task Force Barker, Bridge 11,
Amorical Mivision from the above mentionsed time”,

Inside the circle there is another smaller ona that
gurrounded Son My villape, and in the centre iz a small
dot with a note:

*Tu Cung hamlet, Son My village".

The massacre took place mosatly in thiz small dot, ie
Thuéin Yén sub-hamlet, Tir Cung hamlet or My Lai 4: or
Pink-ville as referred to. And it was Brigade 11, Americal
Division, Task Force Barker that directly carried out the
masaacre, The Taszk Force Barker consisted of 3
vompanies: Company Alpha (A) belonging to Batialion 3,
regiment 1; Company Bravo (B) belonging to Battalion 4,
Regiment 3; Company Charlie (C} belenging to Battalion
1, Regimert 20, and an artillery unit. And it wag Charlie
Company that waz in charge of the bloody mnssacre in
Son My on March 16th, 1968, and Platoon 1 directly
conducted it. The commander of Charlie Company was
Captain Medina, who was born in New Mexico in 1936,
Ha was nicknamed “Mad Dog Meding™ because he was
vary hungry for killing “Viét céng” (Vietnamese
revelutionary force). The commandar of Platoon 1 was
Lieutenant William Calley, who was nicknamed “Rusty
Calley”. Like many other American military units, the
Charlie Company often killed Vietnamese innocent
civiliana, deatroyed their housed and erops. Rased on
many testimenies, the maseacre at Son M# was declared
by Captain Medina at the meeting on the previous night,
1.e on March 15, 1968,
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2
HORRIBLE MORNING

rp arly in the morning of March 16, 1968 as vaual,
M# willagers got up early and prepared the
meals which they used to do to be ready for a working day,
A great deal of tamilies gathered around the rice-trays.
Some got off to markets or fields with the hoes on their
shoulders. It was n spring morning, the birds sangs, some
of the cocks made late crows, people got toge ther to work.
The green trees in the village were lightly decorated with
a little morning dew, which made the landscapes here a
picturesque and dreamy air and a beauty of simplicity and
pEatn.

That short moment of peace suddenly became broken,
Then at 5.20, a series of artillery of various kinds echoed
from Ram Mount, Binh Lién (Binh Son District), Son Tinh
sub-district, Quang Ngii sub-sector into the four hamlets
of Bun My village, Tha ground surface made a violent
vibration togethar with a deafening explesion, tree
cracking, cocka and ducks, people’s hoarsing cries. No
sooner had a series of artillery laated for 30 minutes then
two helicopters flew over the land with several circles,
continually coughed rocket bullets and shots of heawy
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Amercon troops [onded on the west of Thudn Yén

machine gun into the civiling’s resident area of the two
hamlets Tw Cung and C8 Liy Naxt, a group of nine
helicopters flew from Chu Lai (an TS Army base located
in the North of Quéang Ngai), landed troops on the western
rice fields of Tt Cung hamlet, another group of ¢leven on
the deserted ground area next to Gb sub-hamlet, C& Liy

hamlat.

The honest wvillagers were hiding themselves m the
atillery shelters, or having their broakfasts in the huts, or
staying at the fields, all of tham imagined it an usweal
mopping-up aa ever before, none had predicted that the
fate of themselves and their compatriols were obdained.

In & Liy hamlet, having just got off the plane, a
platoon of Brave Company rushed into M% Hbi sub-harmlet,

A LODK BAGK UPON SON MY
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The G1s divided into several proups, searched up every
house and every shelter, Mr. L&'s was the f[rst searched
up, whose shelter hided 15 people. When the G.le came
over il, eight of them gotout, were then fired, corpses piled
one up another. The G.Is went on jerking the shelter with
mines to kill up the rest, made the corpses faded into
ashes. Another group ruched into the next door Mrs,
Trinh's. An eight-yvear-old child of hers nmning out of the
shelter was shot to death while his mouth was still filled
with boiled rice. Having killed the kid, the G.Is kept
jerking the shelters with mines, killing seven including
Mrz. Trinh and her three kids, Mrs Héa and her two ones,
none of the corpses remained intact. A maternity woman,
Mrs ¥o Thy Mai whe gave birth to a baby just a few days
ago, too weak to go down the shelter, was stripped and
raped to death by tha G Is. A newly-born bahy bursted aut
a dismal ery and her two children were called out from the
shelter to be fired. Mrs Ngon, a pregnant woman whe was
about ta give birth to a baby was raped as well, the Gls
penetrated her belly with a bayonet, broke her featus ocut
with two legs. Har left three children were too terrified to
see it and made a screaming cry, then fAred by the G.ls
Mrs. ¥& Thi Phu was shot to death while giving a suck to
her baby, the baby both eried loudly and serawled over to
shake her mother's breast. The G.Is aaid *¥C, VO, then
piled thatches on both, burned them and their hut as well.
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EBoth of the her and haby were totally burned, arms and
legs shrunk, the baby's skeleion was still laid on the

mother's corpae.

Similarly, the two sisters Ngd Thi Mia, Negd Thi Mt
were pulled out of the shelter by four G.Is, raped by one
after another, was then pushed into the shelter, jerked the
mines to kill them up with Mrs, Mi's four kids. The Va
BIir's had four killed people. Mr. Vi Toan’s shelter had 6,
four of the m were killed with ammunition by the G.Is. Mra.
MNeuvén Thi Thi's shelter was collapsed, two Dla FOTTIEN
and six litile kids were killad, only a survived ten-year-old
child wa3 in a badly wounded state. Tha other sixteen
farliea in the sub-hamlet has 7 old men, 12 women, 17
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children aged under 13 who
shot to death by riffles,
sub-mochine guns, mimes
and ammumtion. bMany
were killed in without full
COrp3es. Houzes in
sub-hamlel were totally
burned, trees cracked
down, furniture’s broken,
buffs, oxen, cocks, docks
were killed, Only for a very
short moment, the whole
village turned out to be a
daath

minstly the old men, women

area: 97 people

and  children, were

masaacred.

In Ty Cung hamlet, no
Charlie
Company, led by Cagplain
Ernesi Medina, landed

lroops

suoner has

then they
Thuin Yén
sub-hamlet. The platoons IT

and []I together stoppead all

surrounded

"--5: ]

the paths, mshed through
the nee fields, went alang
firing at the people they met
on the way. And the Platoon
[ led by Licutenant William
Calley rushed straight inko
the village to conduct a firing
to the avilians without any
weapans in their hands. The
only lass that the Gls then
gutfered a black gy Harbert
Carler, who couldn’t stand
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such barbarous petion, fired at himself for fear that he
eould participate in the massacre. Later Carter told that
the killing at Tw Cung hamlat started as soon as the Gls
got off the helicopters, landed troops on the field ground
at the village edge “T saw an old man in the midst of the
rice-fizld waving with a friendly look, then was shot by
the GIs" .. To the village I saw none of VUs but many of
the pes=ant= hurrying out of the burned huts were fired
by the GIs. Some of the guys seemed to be having a lot of
fun. They were wisecracking and yelling “Chalk that sne
up for me™. The Army wing of Flatoon I, led by Lisutanant
Stephan Brooks, was no moare than different. Simpson, en2
of thia platoon's guys, told *A woman and a child pepped
up from us towards some huta. Lieuteasni Brooks gave the
orders to shoot. I shot them, the lady and the little boy -
he was gbout 2 years old”. Simson cofosscd that he lnlled
10 people then. Paazant= and buffalo boys were firat killed
at the rice field before the helicopters landed troops,
mainly the civilians of Binh Pdng and Birh T&y
sub-hamlets. However, the place where the most terrible
massacra occurred was in Thudn Yén sub-hamlot (My
Lai 4).

Following Charlie Company's ¢operation into the Pink
- wille waz Ronald Haeberle, a serpeant and alse an US

Army phetographer, only in elaven days of military service
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would return home from democbilization. It musin't be
doubtful that he was one of the important witnesses, who
contributed to bring the massacre into light, which
ghocked viclently the public in Amarica and tha world
over. At that time, Haeberle took 3 cameras with him, 2

black-and-white film installers and a coloured ona,

After the massacre, Hacberle handed in 40 black-and
white photos to the Army, and kept the left 18 for himsalf
Eighteon months later, when tha massacra was brought
out for investigation in America, Haeberle showed the
coloured photes, which made the US government terribly
ghock. These 18 photos were coclosed with the author's
cxtremely coherent and detalled statementa. Haeberle
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dezeribed them in the Life {an American magazine) | he

joined the Charlie Company al 6 a.m in the morning of
March 16, 1968 before sunrtise. None explained anything
of this operation to him. [laving just got off the plane, he
heard a gun - shot exploding erackingly. Glancing aside,
he zaw tha bodies fall to death, but he didn't turn his face
back. Some of the Vietna mese civilians, whn must be ahout
15, mostly women and children, were walking along about
100 yards away., Suddenly, the Gls fred at them will
MM.18 and M.7% puna. Facing such scene, he dared not
believe in his eves. Haeberle said when commyg to another
place: “CHT tn the right, a woman's form, a head appeared
from some bush. All the other G.ls started firing at her,

atming al her, Oring al her over and over agaan, They just
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kept shooling at her You could see the bones flving in the
air, chip by <hip”

The Platoon T, led by Calley, was the first broop rushing
inte Thudn Yén sub-hamlet and conducted the methoded
and planned massacre, in which the G Is was divided mto
several groups, stretched out in various directions, one did
the firing, searched to nreast the civilians, one burnt huts,
::xp]mied mines to collapse the shelters, the others fired
at bullalees and oxen, cut down the trees. As well as in
M3 i1 sub-hamlet of C8 Lay hamlet, the (. Is'extinetion
reached to the pinnacle, Haeberle’s photos obviously

recorded thoze sceneos.
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Juet when the G.ls
rushed into the hut, Mrs.
Nguyén Thi Béc's family
was gathering around the
merning tray of rice and s
faw sweet potatoes. Tha
G Is suddenly rushed, fired
disorderly at the tray. Nina
people was killed, including
her husband, the eldest
couple of her son, her
danghtar and
grandchildren. A
grandchild whose head

May's,

still had &
sweel potato kept tightly in
his The
grandmother, laid

wounded

rolled around,

mouth.

motionlesaly
there, with her three
grandchildren, hadn't sat
down for meal, narrowly

escaped the death.

MNext-door to Mrs old
Déc’s was Mr. Dang's, the
six of his fomily were alse
sitting down by the tray
The G.Is rushed into and
firad at all of them and
burned the hut totally
Seven people of the Ly’
were chased down Lhe
shelter, then killed by
mine explosion. Five of
the Lién’'s, =iz of the
the

Nguyén's - none of them

four of

L survived,
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Mr. Trueng Tho, aged 72 then, whose beard was
snatched to pull to the yard by the G Is, heavily beatan.
The G.Is cut both his beard bunch and chin, pushad him
down the well with a throw of ammunition, Mr.old Mue
Lai, whose beard was also snatched by the G.Is for fun,
then to be fired at. One of Haeberla's photos showed an
old man squatting down, with an indignant straight look,
e said “This man was old and trembling so that he hardly
walked. He looked as if he wanted to scream out, When I
left him, I heard two shots go off”.

For children, the G.Is also unflinched to duv the
maseacre, Another jourmalist of the US Army, whe
accompanied the operation wae Jay Roberts, said “A renlly
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tiny kid - he only had a shirt on but nothing else. He came
gragged over corpses and hald the hand ef one of the dead,
probably hig mum. One of the G 1= behind me dropped 1nto
a knesling position thirty metres from this kid aud killed
him with a single shot®. (ne of the pholos that deeply
moved the public was the scence of two children lying on
their fruntﬂl on the road by a rice field with Flacherle’s
gaving: "Az these two boys were shot at, the older one fell
on ihe little one asif to protect him. Then ihe gayes finishad
them off”.

For women, bofore killing ruthlessly, they performad
animalistic action on their bodies. Pham Thi B, aged
14, was rapod by one after ones’ Gls by her mother's
corpse, who had just been fired at together with the little
baby. Raping olf. the GIs pushed her inte the hul snd
burned it. Every time Mui tried to crawl out, the guy cnce
pushed her in until she was burned to death, flame did
burn the mother and the baby to ashes. Liitle girl - B3 -
Thi Nguyét, aged 12, was operated on her belly. An old
woman - Mrs Tritong Thi D a;é;afl BO was raped hefore
being killed by two Gls. o a

Une of Hasberle's colour photos printed m the Life, {an
American magazine), igsued on Jan. 19, 1970 showed o
scenc of women and children group standing closely, with
the statements enclosed; *Haeberle and Roherts gazed at
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the puys approaching the group of women and
children - among them there was a
thirleen-year-old girl, wearing a black
Vietnamese blouse. A Gl grabbed the girl wiih
the help of others, started stripping her. “Let's

see what she's made of” a seldicr said. *5C boom
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boom"” another said, telling the girl that she was a whore
for the Vietcong.

-*T'm horny™ said the third

Az they were stripping tha girl, with bodies and
burning huta around them, the girl's mother tried to help
her, scratching and clawing at the soldier(....). One scldier

kicked the mother and onother slapped her up a hit.

Haeberle jumped in to take a picture of the group of
women. The picture shows a thirteen-year old girl, hiding
behind her mothar, trying to button the top ef her pyjamas
)

Then a soldier asked
- Well, what'll we do with "am ?
- Kill *am”, another answered.

I heard an M.60 go off - Roberts said - and when we
turned, all of them and the kida were dead”.

A Buddhiat monk residented at a small pagoda in
Thudn Y&n sub-hamlet - Thich Tim Tri (D6 Negd) was
terribly massacred. Sledge, a radio operator of Platoon 1
gaid, “One dressing in 2 monk's costume waz led to
Lioutonant Calley’s residenca. He signad a= if he had
wanted to say ‘o VC". Calley asked him some questions
but he only shock his head and repeated ever and over *No
V" Then Calley stroke the monk's mouth with a butt, He
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fell on hiz back, wawved hiz hands as if he wanted to
vindicate himself. Lieutenant Calley put the gun top
straight to the monk's face and pressed the trigger. Half

of higs head was broken oft

The (.15 crualty represented to the utmost just when
they mounded up the masses and did the all-te-all massacra
at. tens or hondreds of people, such incident particularly
happened at o dezertad green by the guard-tower next to
Mr. NguvEn Nhidu's house, and a ditch at the end of Thudn
Yén sub-hamlet (now called as the Cast edge of Son My
Yestige House). The answers of [Paul Meadlo, former
Colley's guy, to the interview by the CBS - showed some

happenings of the hair - raized scences.
GQuestion: How many people were rounded up?
Meadio: About 40, 50
Que.stion: Who of them?

Meadio: Men, women, children and babies. We made
them squad down and Lieutenant Calley come over and
said, “You know what to do with them, don't you?™ And I
gay yos. So I took it for granted that he just wanted us to
wateh ovar them. And he left, and came back about 10 ox
15 munutes later. and said: "Haven’t you got rid of them
¥a&t?" “T want them daad”. He steppad back about 10, 15
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feet and he started shooting them, and told me to start
shooting. T poured about four clips inte the sroup”.

Guestion: ow many people did vou kill then?

Meadlo: | fired them on automatic. T might have killed
ten or fiftecn of them,

Euestion: Coly men, women and children, aren't they?

Meadln: Men, women, and children - and babies. And
we gathered aboul ¥ or 8 people. And we were going to
throw them in a hui, and then we wssed in aband grenade.
We pushad our seven oreight people toward Lo canal. They
had about 70, 75 people, all gathered up there. Lieutenant
Colley... walked over to the people and started pushing
them in the ditch and started shooling,

Guestion: Also men, women and children?

Meadls: Men, women and children - T saw with my

eyes about 350 people in such a massacre.

Guestion: Whal do yvou have that i mind now?

Meaddio: That deeply engraved in my consclence and
haunted me all the life, But the day, God ponished me. 1
triggered a mine, and thus one leg of mine was completely
blown off.
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Wot cnly Meadlo, but even Calley's radio operator,
Sledge said, he accompanied Lieutenant Calley to the
village edge. There he met Sergeant Bbitchell. He couldn't
hear what Calley said to him Then both stroke a butt on
them down the diteh, then shot them. Suddenly semeone
hallered “There a Lkid”. 1z saw a child, not sure it's a boy
or a girl, was running tewards the hamlet. A Liltle chald
Tha Lieutenant ran baclk, grabbed him, threw him down
1o the: ditch and shol him. Anolher guy declared as
obviously, he looked down the ditch, seeing the corpse pile
in blowd, just coe men, womesn and children. Lisutenant
Calley shot the alive standing or kneeling inside the ditch,
Then ha went on shooting the villagers who had just been
summoned. The Gl group continususly parted- the
villagiers, pushed them down to the ditch then went away,
s0 Cialley stood Aring ot them for an hour and a half, The
diteh, in a short moment, lurned into the piteh full of the
corpses with full bloed. However, still lucky that some
survivors came back telling their terrors, as accorately as
the other statements. 1t was Mr. Truong Chéu, aged 75 -
Mise D3 Thi Tuyét, aged 16 - Mr. B4 Ba, aged 24, Trudng
Ligm, aged 20 - duc to the corpses pile on, cscaped the
death {rom the (GI's firing in watchtower, told the same
massacre as in the ditch: The GI summened the villagers,

roynded them up next to the barbed wires, raped the
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women ameng them, stepped backward about 15 feet and
fired at the erowd with a light machine gun, the corpses

were stached in pilea one after another

Beside Calley’s platoon, the other ones of Charlie
Company, after surrounding and firing at the escapees,
rushed to the homlet and picked uvp the left. A guy of
platoon 3, named MMichael Terry said: “Billy and | started
to pet out our chow, but close to us was o bunch of
Vietnamese In a heap and some of them were moaning.
Calley's platoon had been through before vz, and all of
them had been shot, but mony weren't dead. [t was obvious
that they weren't going to got any medicnl attention, so
Billy and [ got up and went over to where they were 1

puessed we shet and finished them off”.

Later, before the court, Calley managed to beat about
the bush of his crime, nevertheless the truth of that was
strikingly obvious. How about Chief of Charlie Company®
Medina said he has never ordered the massacre and had
ne idea of 1t Of course, severn] avidencas were agoinst
what he said.

March 16th, 1968, two Vietnamese interpreters
Sergeant Dueng Minh and Nguy&n Binh Phit accompanied
the operation. Mr. Phil said on March 15th, 1968, the
head-gquarter of Task Force Barker entertained G.Is with
beer to drunkenness. He was said there would ba an
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operation of massacre the next day, Sergeant Phi was
hall-suspicious. Being drunk, he thought it wasn't frue, but
it was. Then Sergeant Thil accompanied closely Medina
and Charlie Company headquarter. Ten years later, he
told “As the gun - shot came down, O Company head -
quarter moved 1o the village by the lefi side of the bend,
then saw a dead baby next to the boshy fence with a
smashed head. [ thought he was killed along with M.79,
Beaching the junction, g bereible imape siroke my eyes; a
disorderly - lald pile of corpses on the route, ncluding the
old men, women, children and ewven babies" The 28
year-old Sergeant Duvng Minh then, said ten years laier:
“Having witnesszed a terrible seence of death, immediately
I come to meet Meding and spoke to him with a soft word
to protest apainst his cruel action. The villagers were fired,
and cattles and housed were burned. Medina repliad “All
are enemies™. T asked at onee “You knew, a GI shooldo’t
kill the civilians without any arms and protestion. Medina
repeated that they fought against his soldiers. [ argued 1l
g0, elbher vour soldiers captured their arms or your soldisrs
would be injured, Byt the truth was opposite, if then, thoze
who was killed wasn’t enemies. Finally, being too
embarrazsed, he confirmed he had been ordered to do =a.
Without being asked". Medina showed to be annoyed and
Dhong Minh was made to go away,
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Bore of the G.Is confirmed Medina witnessed the scencs
of massacre and he nmself interfered 10 that bloody action.
gabn Paal, Medina's radis operator, told & people were shiot
aown in the fee field, and ene alive woman of them was
vicded with Medina'a fire. Private Richard Pondietan said:
The killing was about to end. Some of the G 1 fired at the
survived villapers. A litile bay, in the middle of a pile ol 15
carpeen, seemed o loolk for somcone, who was killod by
Medina's bullets. Warrant Officer Hugh Thuompoon, a
nalicopler pilet, was than in charge of flyving over San My,
sand that he saw a wounded people, marked the seene and
asked in the wfantry tor help. Ko doubt that a eapiain
carme over and ended his life with bulled, Later, Thompson
recognised the captain te be Medina,

Johm Kinch, one of Meding’s lowers declaved tl'::j; the
day after the massacro, the 7 12 want out 1o the beacly and
srresled 4 suspects with a boy among them AlL wers
ruthilessly tartured Then Caploin Meding ordered w Ll
the boy mouth with rags and ed him o o bamboo-tree.
Then he was pholographed, hfting a coronut bo mouth by
aie: hand, and pointing the knife to the boy throat by the
uther

Whan Medina's Company withdrew, Son My sunk
fite and death The hamlet was full of fire snd smoke,

bloud filled the ditch and riee-fields, village paths
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Everywhers in hamlet laid disordarly the corpaes, on floor
burned fo ashes, or near collapsed shelters. Only in Iy
Cung hamlei, one morning, 407 were killed by ithe (3.1s,
moeatly women, old men, children. 24 families were killed
all. Particular in the ditch-end of Thudn Yan, the (.15 did

a serias of massacre to 1%0 people.

The Son M¥ Vestige House, bullt by the dilch - ¢0d of
Thufin ¥Yén sub-hamlet, kept inn record a following list of
the victims of the massacre.

- The total massacred civiliana: 504 poople with 182
women (17 i preg-nancy), 173 children (58 under the age
of 5 manths), 60 old men over the ags of 60, 89 middle-aged
people.

- Properties: 247 houses burned, thousands of
buffaloes, oxen and poultrics killed.

Yet, it wazn't the exacl number of the massacre. Many
others took numerous physical and mental wounds which
were hardly recovered. The effect of tha than mas=acr.
was still decply angraved and agonious in the people whe

used to have a peaceful and guict life here,
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THE TRIBUNAL OF
CONSCIENCE

uat after the GI's withdrawal iom the masgsacre

an Son My, the cadres of National Liberation
Front got back, together with ihe aurvivors buried the
dead, tended the wounded, rabuilt the village in total ruin.
The ninth day after the massacre, National Liberation
Front Committee of the mid-Central Vietnam made an
urgent declaration, violently aceusing GIs’ crimes in Son
My, On April 16, 1968 the standing delegalion
reprasanted the Southern Vietnam Watinnal Liberation
Front, based in Hanei, hold a press conference to officially
present thal declaration. Early Way, 1968, Liberation
News Agency and Liberalion Broadeagsiing Station handed
out & letter written by Son M3 village Liberation Women
Apsnciation which reported lots ol details showing
coneretely and sincerely the massacrs. On May 15, 1968
the delepation of Vietnam Democratic Republic attended
the peace talk in Parig, 19suing two publications in French
tha Sued Vietnam en Lutte and Bulletin du Viefnam,
accuaed this blovdy massacre. However, with the reason
that the US Army force in Vietnam and Saigon puppet
government intentionally concealed, it took 18 months
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since the massaecre for the American and world people to
recupnise il

The pile of documents that puppel government n
Qudng Ngii didn't extinguish an time beforn their
withdrawal {(March 1975) contained a report, dated March
18, 1358 sending Lo Quang Mpal Civil issue Conter, which
referred [airly coneretely the massacre in Son My ¢ days
agu. On March 28, 1968, 12 davs alter ihe massacre,
Lisutenant Trdn Ngoe Tan, Son Tinh district chicf, sent
the report No 1B1/HC/STAM to Lisutensat Colonal, ard
Chiel of Quing Npdi province, which wrote that “gg the
G.Is landed in Son My, the enemy shot out too many
wiumunitions, and the fighting couldn't save the death, the
Communist can distart the truth w reduce the Army alien's
presiige”. Saigon puppet government sont oot the szorel
agents to threaten Sergeant Duong Minh sz he intended

to write the massacre repord for newspapera.

Just after the massacre, the commanders of the 1S
Army distorted the truth to drive it into a great viclocy.
Americal Division office in Chu Lai, the northern of (ud g
MNeat, with the report of Task Force Barker, handed out
the news to Saigon in the svening of March 15, 1968 to
hundreds of juurnalists. The report zaid, Lhe G.Is launched
an operation in My Lai village, The fighting lasted until

late noon. The resuli was as follows: 128 nnomies were
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killed, 13 suspecis were arrested, 3 guns were capturod.
Baszed on the news resources provided by permanent
jowrnalists i Saigon, this article was printed on the frst
page of the Mew York 2'imes and the other ones. The weekly
news itself, the Sowthern Cross of Americal Division also
printed the long erticle enclesed Haeberle's black - and -
white photos showing the G.Is in a fighling posture for
praasing "Iy Lat victory”, A report was sent to the Penlagon
from Saigon in the evening of March 16, 1968,

A few days after the bailtle, Genersl Willinm 0,
Westmoreland, commander of L3 Forees in Vietnam, sent
the following messape "Operation Muscatine (the code
name for the M§ Lai 4 assault) contuct Northeast of Quing
Ngdi City en March 16 dealt enemy heavy blow.
Congratulationz to officers and men of C-1 20 (Charlie
Company, lst battalion, the 20th Regiment)} for
outstanding aetions’

4 months later, Barker, the Task Force Commander
was killed in a helicopler crash, so he didn't have to go
for the court and public to reply this audacious deceipt.

Together with the declaration of “victory™, the US
officers managed to black out the truth Not all of Charlie
Company agreed with the vicious action. Herbert Carter
caused himself injured right at the acene, Michael
Bernhardt and some other (3.Is avoided to interfare in the
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crime. As knowing that Bernhardt intended to send &
lettar of confida to his state’s senator, Medina immediataly
came to meet and threaten him to stop his voice. The other
115 afficers also did such actions to the lowers made them
silent, to kaap the crime secrat.

Due to the report by pilot Hugh Thompson, sent to the
commender officer of tha 123 Aviation, the vumour was
glso propagendised to the unite of Americal ThHwision.
Major general Samuel Koaler - the division
Commander-in-Chief - was forced to conduct an
investigation on May 1968 to check whether there was a
magsacre. And the parson who was assigned the
investigation was Henderson, the Commander-in-Chiel of
Brigade 11. Actually, the eperation into Son M§ was then
conziderad as the greatest one of Americal Diviaion, so
Koster, Handerson and Barker all conduected a3 surveying
fly at the height of 2.000 foet, 2.500 feet and 1.000 feef in
the sky of Son M#. At lesst, they knew exactly what
happened under - when 1t oceured. Consequently, it wosn't
surprizad at aoll of Henderson's inveatigative result ag
follows: “approximately twenty non-combatants had been
inadvertently killed by preparatory fires and crossfires
betwoen friendly and enemy forces, and that the report of
unnecessary killing of ecwvilianz were meraly another
inastance of a command Vietcong propaganda technique

and were groundless".
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(O account of intentional conceal, a bloody maszsacre

was brought to light rather late,

Farly in the summer of 1988, Paul Meadlo returned
nome n Terre Haule, Indiana, with o broken leg, By early
14989, most of the wvelerans of Charlie Company [eft
Vielnam 1o go on their education or got hack Lo their
previous Jobs througliout America. Some of the G.Is were
still atrichen and haunted by the massacre, The other
attempted to furget their past erimes. Wevertheless, there
was g veteran, who was not the previous soldier of Charlie
Company and not interfere in the affair, silently ready to

accuse the massacre. That was Ronald Ridenhonr.

Konald Ridenhour from Phoenix, Arizona, went in for
the army in March, 1967 and at the year - end ha was
transferred to Vietnam Being 2 helicopter door gunner of
a lung-range reconnaissance, Ridenhour was apprintad to
fly in the sky of Son M#, a few days after the massacre.
He noticed the village to be totally ruined, there was even
no bird’s singing. Then, from about April to November
1968, Ridenhour luckily met the guys: “Butch™ Gruver, and
then Terry, Doharty, LaCroix, Barnhardt, whe willingly
old him about the massacre in Son M#. Returning homa
in Phoenix from demobilisation in early December, 1968,
Ridenhour still fostersd his intention to accuse the

massacre though he was prevented by his fellows. Being
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helped by the ox teacher
Arthur A Oman, Ridenbuor
showed in a long lailer of
what he heard about the
Finkville, it wasg somelliine
“really dark and blocds™,
and he proposed a public
and open ivestigativn on
thiz muatter. Hidenboor
made the laitar intu lots of
copies, whieh worr sent. to
Fresident Hichard Nixon
oid the topa of Delepn

0. HENDERSQN

Ministry, Micistry of
foreign  Affairs, Joint
genaral staff the leading
members of the Ilouse and
Senate. Although mony
V.IFPs suid not to kopw
anything about the letier,
the U.H Gevernment wund
Army couldn’t neglect the

affair. In enrly Sepl. 1955

Calley was prosecoed of

E. MEDINA

his intentionsl killing of
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1049 people in Son My, From

Oct, 19069 to March, 1270,
ather 150 G.ls  wore
proseculed including

Captain Medina, Captain
Willinggam (Chicf of Bravo
Company}, Captain Kotooe
(8py officer of the Task
Force) On Nov., 24, 19659
William

then

(General

Westmoreland,
retarned to America and
kept the position of Army
Chief of Staff and Stanley
Heaor, Army Secratary,
appointed  Lieutenani
Greneral Willinm Peers - the
aneg who had ever totally
destroyed a village in
Pleiku in Vietnam Central
Highlands - led
investigative delogation of
San My - the Tlouze Armed

also

an

Services {ommittee

their rharges i

Caliey had éo come buck to
Quing Medi to testify. The man
an the right iz Mopor Raby, the
armey Jidpe.

fournided an investigative
sub-depuriment of Son My,
The Investigations cost lots
but it had

As
Ltha

of anergies
pnsatizficd tesults
by

investigation departments,

concluded
muere 14 officers woere
blamed to violate the army

repulations, not compleee
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inmstiﬁat.iun and treatment for Som M¥ affair, among
them were Licutenani General Koster, formar
Commander - in - chief of Americal Division, Major
General Young, former Vica-Commander of the Division,
Colonel Henderson, Commander-in-chief of Brigade 11,
Colone! Person, former Chief - of - zteff of Americal
Division, Colonel Luper, Cﬂnﬁnundcr-in-:hinf of
Artillery-Batallion 6.

Whila the LIS Government and Army was showing to
be reluctant and slow to conduct the investigations, the
.5 press continually shot the news of Sun My. On Nov.
.13, 1863 a series of daily newspapers in America printed
the first report of the .S-U'n My wmssacre written by

Jjournalist Seymour Hersh...

U Nov. 16, 1962, journalist Henry Kamnn's article,
printed in the New York Times, ahowed that 567 poople
were killed in that massacre, who were the unarmed
villagers taking no action against the G.ls. On Nov. 23,
1968, Meadlo appeared on the TV screen of the CBS,
answered the nterview of the journahst Mike Wallace
confezsing the erimes of hiz own and of Calley’s Platoon
in Son My. The American journalists flew to Vietnam to
gearch the veterans of Task Force Barker or the survivors

to write for the press - A great deal of new details and
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witnegzes were daily appeared on the newspapers, radios
and televisons. Mewes of Bon MF shuaded the news of Apollo
spaceship 12 that had just completed the second landing
on the moon. The American indignant and motional wave
had increased sinca the colour photos talen at tha crime
scence by Haesberle were shown in the Clevefond Flain
Deaier, published on Nov.20, 1969, then in the Life,
published on Jan, 19, 1970, at the same thine with lots of
the .5 and foreign newspapers, The photos obviously
showed a terrible reality. The American public became
excited and indignant just because their children turned

out to be unimaginatively atrocicus killers.

Facing such situation, on Nev 28, 19685, the Press
Secretary of the US president, Ronald Ziegler, was ordered
to appear tn public, promised that the White House would
take favourable measures 1o treat those. unvirtwous and
Hlegal behaviour with the arry regulations. On Dec. 8, 1969,
Presiden Richard Nizon hold a press conference saying that
"What appears was certainly a massacre, under no
tircumstances was it justified .. We cannot ever ¢condone or
use atrocities against civilians".

Meanwhile the massocre was brought to light in
American puhlin, then the Saigen puppet povernment
definitely supported the U.S Army. President Neuyén Vin
Thidu forced Saigon Prese to be silent for 8 consceutive
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days. Un November 21, 1985, Minister of Foreipn Affair
Tran Van Ldm declared that the president decided ta
conduct an investigation and the nexl mwrning, the
Ministry of 1lefence presented the rezult of investigation
which repeated the old sllegations, and proved the

srcusation of massacre to be complately untrue. .,

Neuyén Cao Ky, who had a previous conflict with Mr
Thiéu ordered the Miniztry of Defence o conducl an
investigalion, however he wos inimiediately prohibited by

Modng e Nha, the President’s Secratary.

The opposition side of Mz, Neuydgn Vin Thidu was
Senator Trin Van Bén  on Nov. 25, 1969, declored that
ke would head his invesligation party - Unable to provent
Tran Van Ban's travel to GQuéng Ngal, Nguyén Van Thidu
gupggestad the Joint (wmneral Staff to send an urgend
message o GQuing Wgiil, which recommended the {Inloned
and Provinecial Chief "remind Son Tinh of replying this
affair intergralely”. Lother words Neuwvén Vin Thidu and
the T8 Army also played a gavic “Cats flirt mice™ a3 a
result the investigation by Trin Vin D6n “was suddenly
deteted”, 30 U5 cannon-balls exploded 8O0 motros away
becauwse “the US force couldn't predict the journey of the
investigatinn party” (Chinf Ludn newspaper, Saigon,
dated Dec. 3, 1969) Tvin Vin Pén’s investigalion resulted

in nothing at all By the way. Npuvén Van Thiéu
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Trdn Van BMns thvestigalion pact oo e 8 the refupee cam g

R iy N :
ohatinataly denicd the massaere and repeated cver and
over “[t was simply the Vietcong's propaganda pley”, “an
accident of war”, "an action of wor”, although the
Vietnamese in and out of the country showed extreme

indignation,

In America, all the efficers were prozecuted wilh a
light trial and most of theom were 10 amnesty and then
every fault to the end was charged by the black pawn:
Calley.

Military Coutt Fort Benning did a trial of Calley which
began Nec. 12, 1970 and ended Mar. 21, 1571; and which
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became: the longest court caze in the American history, an
event which shook the American public seriously. The
three journalists of the News Agency (AP) Arthur Averest,
Kathrm Johnson and Harry F. Rosenthal wrotle a book
named “The Trial of the Century™ After failing to lightan
Calley's erime, the senior lawyer Latimer who was in
charge of absolving became annoyed o make it plain:
Calley wag only a bottom-grade officer, who was brought
out as an offering. Calley was condemned to
life-imprizsonment, dismissed from the army, deprived of
wages and allowances. THowever, only a day after trial,
Nixon ordered Calley to be set free from jail. Until 1975,
Calley became tolally free. Callay was later a famous
jewelleries’ keeper in Columbus, Georgia, In case he was
recognised to ba a murderer, he just calmly replied that
he was never hannted by the corpses in Son My, he never

awared himzelfl to be a murderar.

But to condemmn Calley wasn't a problem. The U5
President Hichard MNixon then beth acknowledged what
happenad in Son My and tried io recuperate it as “an
isolated incident”. The world and American public weren't
g0 easy to balieve that, and couldn’t be pleased with the
trial to Calley ur some crimminals - not including that such
trial was too skinned - deep and impractical o the

accused's real sinz. Before, in and after the tral, only for
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human conscience could
voice ity just trizl to Calley
and the criminals.

Son My wasn't "an
isolated incident” Terry
Reid, a vetcran of Brigade
11 zaid *Chir company was
credited with hundreds of
the killed, In the firsl fire
our company encountersd,
mty platoon alone acccunted

An Amerieien Salcder Ok off o e

My (e weaf sost oot ofawn £
rivelian popralatian ta o My e

frut in many huodrrds (LR

e T
e

40 killed, Yet no one in my
platoon saw a Vietcong
body. Bat I witnessed many
civilians heing shot down
like clay pigeons”. For Ron
Crzeaik, an other veteran,
My Lai 4 wa= the end of a
vi:_:ic:us cirele thet had
begun months earlier, ‘It
was like going from one
step to another worse vne”
He said “Tirst, you'd stop
the people, guestion them,
and let thom po. Second,
you'd stop the people, beat
np an vld man, and let them
go. Third, yeu'd stop the
paople beat up an old man,
and then shoot him.
Fourth, you go in and wipe
out a village” Scopefully,
the (3]s caused several
crimes not only m Son MF
put also in the whale aof

WVistnam. Whenever in
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I Ha ;‘Jf;‘;nd btk e, Noethaon iid Saithson, o lobof
demonstralions, broke aid to appase pgaunst Americen crimes in Son
My and many other places as well,

Vietnam, the TLS pgoressors with numersus puns and
ammunition cauwsed barbarous death scences, such a
spraying the poison gas inlo (the shelters, filling the food
and drink with poison, burning the huts, throwing the
villagers inte the burning fire, killing in series with
infuntry puns, pointing knives and ammmunition, bombing
ovepwhelmingly in both the Werth and South... The
victims of them was the civilians without any guns The
eriminals were not only the gangsters as Calley, Maalde
and Medina, With the atricious extinetion policy, in the
1.5 Army produced the Hoody killers of whom was Coloned
George Patton as a symbol, the commander of Armionred

Calvary Hegiment 11, based in the southern Quang Ngai
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Ha often said to his guys *I'd like to see the arms and legs
fly". Patton celebratad Christmas in 1968 by sending cards
with the words "From Colunel and Mrs, George S.Patton
111 - Peace on Earth". Attached to the cards wers colour
photos of disabled Vietcong soldier stacked in o pile ...}
When Patton laft Vietnam, he threw a gkull of Vieteong
gt tha farewell party while wearing a peace madal around
his neck. Only in Quing Npai, the U8 expedition Army
and South Korean Army caused the bloody massacres to
hundreds and thousands of the civilians in Binh Héa, Binh
Chéu, Ehdnl Giang-Trnmg L&, Dign Nign-Phudc Binh,
etc. Right in battle field, Japanese journalist Shizude
recorded a lot of killing scences, atrocious destruction
eaused by the US and Bouth Korean Army all over
Vietnam, which was later printed in s big brochure
“Vietnam Liberation War”

When Son M# incident stood revealed, Calley was
brought to trial, then some warlike Americans managad
to support Calloy, some coneidersd Calley sz a hero, o
missionary took an example of Calley as Kito Chriat who
suffered to be nailed himeelf on cruxifition, even some
showed slogan suggesting Calley to be Minister of Defence,
However, tha trua Americane =poka oot their just voice,
needed to trial Calley as exactly as his crimes,

simultaneously unable to neglect his upper's serious
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erimed, though their hands geemed nol te be bloodstained.
The intellectuals in Amoerica showed that the criminal was
General Westmoreland, even the person sitting in the oval
room of White House to control this extinctive war. The
publie related to the case of German General Phemmi, an
account of hizs lower's crimes wos charged 15-year
mnprizonment by the Noremberg court, the case of
Japanese (wmnera] Yamashita, on account that Japanese
soldiers kitled civilians and war - prisoners in Philippines,
was taken the death sentence, and the case of General
Westmorelend and his lower’s crimes n Son My, In

Vietnam.

In opposition to the fact that Son M¥F was cnly an
isolated incideni and Calley was brought to trial, which
waz condemned by the world and American public @ Son
My was in a series of American’s erimes in the Vietnam
war and the criminals were no one more than the T8

government and Army.

Peaple everywhere in the world reported and
re-printed in the newspapers the photes of Son My
massacre, and voiced up against the atrocious aggressive
war in Vietnam by the U5 Army.

Judging the serions leve]l of Sun Mg, the public
compared this massacre to the most barbarous ones in
World War II, though caused by the fascists or American
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imperialists. In France, the Paris Daidy called Son My an
Cradour Vietnam. In the German Demoeraiic Republie the
New (Fermany gaid what ocenrrad in Vietnam could only
be compared with the (German fascism’cruel actions in
Lidice (Cgeclh) Oradour (France} In Belorussia, Mr
Kaminski snid that Son M¥ could be compared fo the
massacre by Gorman fascists in Katin village thatl he was
the only survivor. In England, the Times wrote Son My
incident was the same as Quernica, Hireshima,
Sharpeville, stroke the human conscience, which could not
be forgiven. The Cuardion emphasized the Son My
incident was so terrible that it conddnt be hriafly
overviewed as the other terrible ones of the wars. The
Goserver aflirmed Son My incident reflected exactly the
war in Vietnam, that was the consequences of the LS
involvement. The Daily Sketech wrote: “War coome I this
can happen, America has loel”. A newspaper in Hongkong
wrole; The Japanese-Geriman fascisis cruelty is behind the
American one in Vielnam, The Hongkong Daily wrote:
Hundreds of milliona of the American people were heavily
suffered the pangs of conscience and the TLS Army's
prestige was seriously affected. The peace - keeping
soldicrs bore animialistic characters. In Soviet Union, the
Newltimes wrote: Hundreds of villagers were burned by the
I15 Air force, ten thousunds of Vietnam peasants were

killed by bombs and ammunition, napalm. It was
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American imperialists who were in charge of the Son My
massacrs, as well as the atrocity was against the

Vietnamese poopla.

A newspaper in Czech, wrote: Son Wy tragedy was only
u little chapter in a big tragedy of the U5 apgressive war
i Vielnam. Besides the informations were printed in the
newspapers, the politicians and the people of differsnt
classes in the countries hold lots of demonstrations. The
former Indian BMinister of Foreign Affairs compared the
.8 crimes in Son M#F to the British colonialists’ erimes

in India “Son MF massacre 18 a series of crimes causcd by

Fal) L e,
r_n‘,l_ i - e, | CRPa,

A R T N ; 8

V3 Thi Lidn, 13 years-old, one of the survwors e Son MJ wilh
inlerncglional press.

B 4 ook sack upon son My



the 118 imperialists in Vietnam” [n Sweden, the mosses
demonstrated in Upsala to protest agamst the US war
In Franee, Dr. Parain - La Souterrain Mayor said: we knew
how the German faseists’ atrocities in our homeland, but
the U5 Army's massacre in Son My exceeded the German
fascists, terrible crimes, which made our conscience
extremely indignant. On December 1%, 1969, a press
conlerence was hold at the International Information
Center in Paris and chaired by British Duke Bertrand
Rugsel and the famous French writer, Jean Paul Satre,
The chairmen of the press conference again condemnad
tha 115 war crimes in Vietnam The 115 professors, baged
on the investigation at sight, concluded that the U5
chemical poirons made the regions of Southern Vietnam
the scenes like those in the meon, Mrs Claire Culhane - a
Canadian who worked at Qudng Ngai hospital for the
years 1967 - 1968 - told what she heard and saw of the

GI's crimes.

For the war eriminals, Calley was shown by the public
not yet to be both an important criminal and a major one
as well. In Egypt, tha Al Mossawar wrote: None can deny
the U8 land forces headquarter's responsibility the
fighting for the erimes against the Vietnamese people It
was unbalisved that the crime was not conducted by them.

The U.8 government, especially the President must be in
A LOOK BACK UPON SON MY



charge of what they did, Though protested by the
American people, they have been definilely conducting the
aggreseive policy in Vietnam. In Irag, the A! Noor wrote:
Calley's extinctive orime is less seriowns than
Abrams'crime, who knew the 118 helicopters contained
the burning bombs and how the effect of napalm and
poison - gas bombs were. It isn't as serious as the crime
of Westmoreland, Me Namara, Laird, Johnson, Nizon, whe
have se long conducted the war, killed thousands of
Vietnamese, The Standing Secratary of the Afriean-Asian
people’s solidarity Organisation mada the declaration
that: Son My affair was not an isolated ineident but =
predicted crime of the policy “buming all, destroying all.
killing all” of the U.8 in Vielnam.

In American, the public became more aver striking on
the condemmation against the LS govarnment, army and
policy in Vietnam. In the TNC, Son M affair waa hrought
for a public discussion as requested by the representatives
of Anperia, the Soviet Unjon, Arab, Cuba. The Cuban
Ambassador Quesada sald: Crimes in Som My weren’t only
made by o goup of Gz IL was the product of a policy
which was carefully presented and charged by the TS
government. All the Amerwan people, politicians and
intellectualz voiced to show their attitedes. Mr White

Water showed hiz opinions in the magazine Life: Thats
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right, it was really dispusting - repeated over and over by
the history, and it was not the firsi time that the T7.8 Army
has cruelly killed women and children. Professor Cahrial
Kolke said, as etated by the fate, the U.S pulicy is Lo turn
Southern Vietnam to be a sea of fire, and made Vietnam
their targets. The eriminals in the history are not the ones
who directly take the guns to fire. The actress Jine Fonda
suid: Lieutenant Calley was only an offering. "I'he major
war criminals are mainly the authorities in Washingian,
DC. Senater Goadell said: The invesiigation en the 11§
Army's eximunal behaviour would be impossible if only
ronducting the sanction against some Cls. The American
people aven awake the conscience of the whole coyntry, as
shown in the song. "Last train to Nuremberg” by Peter
Scoper:

Last train to Nuremberg, Last train o Nuremberg, Alf
abogrd.

a1 seo Lt Calley?

Do I sce Capt. Mudina?

Lo ! see Ceneral Koster and all fis crew?
Do I see President Niron?

Do I see both Houses of Conpress?

D I see voters, yor and I7
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Last train ta Nuremberg. . Nuremherg hae ever been a
place where Internaticnal Court was located to trial the
war crimunals of World War II, The human value of the
song was to aware the whole Amencan citizens not
accidentally to connive with the crimes, and to prevent

the war crima should be every people’s responsibility.

V& Thi Lién - a typical example to make the whale
world deeply understand and sympathize with Son My
people’s agony. She was then in early leenage, who was
one of a few Son MF people luckily escaped from the nad
of death. At the age of 15, the girl went to many counbries
in tha world such as China, the Soviet Union, Eastern
Furopean countries, Northern Europe, Western Europe
and Japan... Millions of hearts all over the world were
deeply moved by the hardships that she with her
compatrots suffered. Vo Thi Lidn, the Son M# gitl, bacame
g symbao] of the Son M# ache and later she actively devoted

ail her life to the causze of charity and peacs.
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THE PAINFUL PLACE
AT THAT TIME

n Spring 1975, the 21-year war was ended, SBon
My together with the whela country granily
rejoced at peace, and reunification. Howewver, there also
remained many preblems to be solved, Son My village
was heavily damaged by the war. A& large amount of
cultivated lond turnaed into wild forests, the residenis
gtill suffered much fram the conseguence of war and
restarted their life with nothing in hand. They began to
build the irrigation system, fishing boats, prow rushes,
construct schools, health—eare centras, eto... With their
traditienal industriousness, and the aszistance from the
government, Son MF did their best to rehabilitate their
home village and develop production, although iheir
wournda still remained acute,

In such complicated circumstance the study of the pain
that deeply rooted all the hearta of Vietnamesa people an
well as peoples the world over is really. a necessary and
imperative doing. In 1976, a year after the war and 8 years
after the Son M# massacre, the Son My Vestige Arca with
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many vestipes and a museum 18 located near the canal where

("alley and hia scldiers massacred 170 innovent civilians.
Later, a monument was built i this area, and the vesbige

area has boen restored and uppraded many times,

Today, corung to the Son My YVestige Arca, and looking
at the Monument, vizitors can well understand the acute
pan suflered by the Scn My residents at tha time The
wvestige area full of flowers and tree-chade used to be a
rezidental area with bambeo-trees and roads full of
buffalo-leg prints. The canal nearby 1= a place where Calley
and his companions killed hundreds of innocent civilians.
In ithe museum, visitors can also see many objects thet

remained after the massacre, such as an old tray full of
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bullet. seratches, a broken plale - the remains of a meal, a
conical plastic hat that Mrs. Dec’s husband wore, a
mourning suit Mrs, Déc wore in mourning for her husband
who was Lkilled in the mossaerc. Besides, many other
objecls also have their similar histery. For instance, a
dress and a pair of slippers that belonged to a cortain dead
girl, broken plates, bowls, casseroles, Buddhist moak
Thich Tdm Tri's wooden lish (a hollow piece of wood which
a monk beata while aaying prayers) and a picture of him.
Another remarkable object is a hairpin of Ms. Nguyén Thi
Huynh who was possibly one of tha girls in a photograph
tiken by [Taeberle during the massacre. Ms TTuynh was
about 20 years old at that time, Her boy friend found this
hairpin after she was killed and had been respectiully
keeping it for 8 yeuars before he gave it to the museum. In
the musenm, beside all the objects that help visitors
understand the lives and deaths of 504 victims, are maps,
designs, explanations, and photographs by Haeberle
which stil]l make them feel stromply emotional.

Outside the Vestige Aren, severa] stelae can be seen
at the places where innocent people in the hamlet were
killed. For instance, the guard tower at the edge of the
hamlet, on the side of the path leading intc Thudn ¥én
hamlat is where 10 civilians were killed. And, not too {ar

from the guard tower is 3 kepok (cotton-tree) where 15
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Panorama of Sau My Vestyre Area

-~ women and children were
kilied. In the garden owned
by M= Fham Thi Mai, who
was zexually vielated and
§ thrown into flame by
American soldiers, stands a
stele dedicated to 11 people
killed, and buried in here.
And, visltors now also can
aee a waterwell which the
American soldiers put Mr.
Huomig Tha into and killed
him by a grenade.
Nowadays, the pain caused
by the massacre iz still
remaining acote in hearts
of people in a peaceful
hamlet full of the
bamboo-tree shades.

i In My Héi sub-hamlet
| 08 Liiy hamlet, corvered by
full coconut-tree shade with

the blue sea nearby whose

Foreign Guests visifing San M wavas-alidime Bl o

the gald beach, and knewn
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as one of the beautiful
placea in Viét Nam, stands
a etele dedicatad to 97
civilians killed in the

MAaSEacrTe.

Son M#%, a small village
in Vietnam, is still always
a call of conscience to every
bedy in Vietnam as well as
the world over. In fact, from
the date when the Son M3
Vestige Area was built,
millions of visiters all over
the world have come: and
tha number of visitors
increases day after day,
They are not only srdinary
people but also
businessmen, journalists
from wall-known news-
Bgencies, radip and
televigsion corporations,
sgcial  activists, ete
Especially, among the

visitors mere anod more
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Americans are coming to Son M7 to show' their sympathy
with Vielnamese people on the hidden pain caused by their
government and their troops during the war. Many
American voterans put incense n frond of the monument,
bow their heads in honour of the dead and feel remorseful

for what they and their companions did.

And Sun My now seems to be echoing ihe following
ecall by Julius Fucik under the Nazi gallows.

"Drear mankind, be watchfull”
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Chju trach nhidm xudl bdr
TA HIEN MINH - NGUYEN NGGC TRACH

Chive trach nhidm bdn thde :
UL HOMNG HUONG - THANH CONGG
Bitn woun ; CAD CHU

Higu dinh :
TRUCING THI THIEN HUGNG
Bich seng tidng Anh :
NELUYE N THANH XUAN
QUY LAN - VIET DIEN

In 2000 cudn khel 12,5 x Mem fol X1 nghids in Sude doank SV,
Gy phép kudt bdn 58 TIABNT do 80 VHIT Qudng Ngdl cdp ngay
12198, In xong v nae kA b thang 3. 7900,
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